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Research on Separation of Property and Dispute Avoidance in Traditional Society:
Centered on Dunhuang Contract Documents

Jii Hong

Abstract: Dunhuang documents preserved to this day record a large number of behaviors and practices that reflect
the relationships between people’ s separation of property (different nationalities and different wealth) , identity and
property inheritance, and show the degree of integration and coexistence of folk law, “rural law” and relevant norms
of Confucianism and Buddhism with social real life. From the perspective of legal and social history, observing the
division of property in China traditional society with Dunhuang documents as the center, and verifying the code,
handed down documents and Dunhuang documents with each other, we can further analyze the economic content
reflected by them and explore the specific relationship between the identity of family members and the division of
property. Through the investigation of the practice of separation, it is helpful to explain the state of social changes in
Dunhuang, and better observe the folk law and customary law in Chinese excellent traditional culture and the legal
culture and cultural mentality implied thereafter. With the increase of family size, the weakening cohesion and sense of
authority make the blood relationship fade. In the end, the blood relationship is more difficult than the property
interest, and the centrifugal force is greater than the centripetal force. Therefore, the separation of wealth has become
an inevitable choice for most family members, thus forming a new balance in the small family,

Key words: Dunhuang documents ; contract documents ; separation of property ; traditional society
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