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“Mugua” as “Ganmao” in the Book of Songs (“Weifeng - Mugua’) and the Poetic
Significance of Mugua

Yin Rongfang

Abstract: The poem “Mugua” from the Weifeng in the Book of Songs is often interpreted by modern scholars as a
depiction of gift—exchanges between men and women, dismissing the Preface’s claim that it praises Duke Huan of Qi
as wrong. However, the Preface’s interpretation actually aligns more closely with the poem’s underlying meaning. The
symbolic images of “Mugua” (wood—gourd), “Mutao” (wood—peach), and “Muli” (wood-plum) are commonly and
mistakenly interpreted by ancient and modern scholars as fruits. According to classical lexicons such as the Erya and
Shuowen Jiezi, the terms “Mugua” and “Mutao” also bear the meaning of Mao (a ceremonial banner). Hence, it
can be inferred that “Mugua”, “Mutao”, and “Muli” in the poem actually signify ritual banners (ganmao) rather
than edible fruit. Ganmao functioned as a symbol of status, identity, and collective mobilization, and were important
ceremonial accoutrements of the period. In the time of Duke Wen of Wei, the Di invaders overran Wei, its ruler was
killed and the state destroyed. Duke Huan of Qi intervened with military force and assisted in reconstructing Wei’ s
statehood—he bestowed chariots, horses, ceremonial accoutrements and, significantly, ganmao. The restoration of Wei
thus owed everything to this enfeoffment, and what the people of Wei felt most deeply was the Gan Mao presented by
Duke Huan—a token of restoration and enfeoffment—which the poem commemorates. The poem’ s references to
“repaying with fine jade pendants” (Qiong ju) and ornaments such as Qiongyao, Qiongjiu express the desire to repay
Duke Huan’s kindness and to forge an enduring friendship with Qi.

Keywords : Weifeng - Mugua ; Mugua ; Duke Huan of Qi;Duke Wen of Wei;Ganmao (a ceremonial banner)
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