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The Folk Construction Mechanism of the Great Unity Reflected in the Inscriptions of Guangxi
Guild Halls During the Ming and Qing Dynasties

Wang Rigen

Abstract: Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, China has experienced unprecedented waves of migration and
commercial expansion. Long—distance, cross—regional trade activities profoundly reshaped the socio—economic landscape
of frontier regions. Against this backdrop, Guangxi, as a frontier area during the Ming and Qing periods, numerous
regional guild halls were established by merchants from Guangdong, Hunan, Jiangxi, Fujian, and other regions. The
significance of these guild halls transcended mere mutual aid and solidarity among provincials. Their cultural practices
not only represented self—organization among migrant groups but also actively participated in and advanced the folk
construction of the unified state mechanism. The behaviors recorded in guild hall inscriptions like divine worship,
architectural imitations of hometown styles, the establishment of communal burial grounds, and the formulation of
regulations essentially integrated Confucian ethics, state sacrificial rites, and local traditions. These cultural practices
highlight the significance of these regional guild halls, showcasing the charm and value of cultural exchange while
demonstrating their efforts to consciously preserve Confucian ethics and promote the implementation of “diversity in
unity” through grassroots initiatives in frontier areas.

Keywords: Ming and Qing dynasties; Guangxi; hall inscription; unified mechanism; folk construction

[wAEmE/1E E ]

118



