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The Stylistic Construction and the Transcendence of the Worship Narrative of
Sage Kings in Shiyi Ji

Xia Yu

Abstract: Shiyi Ji integrates the stylistic features of both geographical-natural history and unofficial history and
informal biography, creating a distinctive hybrid form. Its appearance marks the maturation of the zhiguai (supernatural
tale) genre. The geographical-natural history framework constructs a fervent imperial vision of universal submission,
centered on an idealized sage-king. In contrast, unofficial history and informal biography offer a sober ethical critique
of imperial expansionist desires. Shiyi Ji reconciles these two discursive modes and incorporates them into its own
textual order. The tenth volume subverts the sage—king—centered political spatial order and juxtaposes the eternal
endurance of immortal mountains with the brevity of imperial rule to create a profound irony. Through this stylistic
hybridity, Shiyi Ji achieves a narrative ethical transcendence of sage—king worship. This stylistic transformation reflects
profound shifts in intellectual trends and political ideals during the medieval period.

Keywords: Shiyi Ji; zhiguai; sage—king; imperial imagination; stylistic hybridity
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