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On the Mandate of Heaven and the State of Peace and Happiness in
Confucianism of Confucius and Mencius

Liu Qiangqiang

Abstract: With the change of the concept of the mandate of heaven in pre—Qin period and its downward extension
to ordinary individuals, how to deal with the mandate of heaven has become a problem that individuals must face.
Confucius advocated “separation of righteousness and destiny”, while Mencius inherited the concept of Confucius and
developed it into a “unity of righteousness and destiny”, and destiny also gave rise to the meaning of “mission”. Their
interpretation shows that uncertain destiny was gradually moved away from the center of existential concern, and the
perfection of one’s moral personality became the foundation of the value of life. This enabled individuals to keep the
mood of “peace” when facing the ups and downs of destiny. This kind of “peace” not only lays the overall tone of
existence, but also contains various specific and subtle “uneasiness”. Such “unease” signifies the self-confirmation of
moral personality, thus constituting the holistic “peace” in life. Through pursuing the mandate of heaven, the teachings
of Confucius and Mencius realized the realm of peace and happiness in life.

Keywords: mandate of heaven; peace and happiness; Confucius; Mencius; Confucianism
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