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The Comprehensive and Transformative View on Confucian Classics and History
in Wang Chuanshan’s Thought of Confucian Orthodoxy

Li Changtai

Abstract: In Wang Chuanshan’s thought on the Confucian orthodoxy (I #%C), the view on classical and historical
studies (£ %1 W) constitutes an essential part. Its core lies in a dual synthesis: on the one hand, it synthesizes the
Daotong spirit embodied in The Six Classics; on the other hand, it synthesizes the historical lineage of the Chinese
Daotong since the era of Yao and Shun. Through a reinterpretation of The Six Classics, Wang returns to the classics
while simultaneously advancing new developments in their thought. Based on this reinterpretation and inheritance—based
development, his Daotong thought undergoes a transformation, no longer being entirely equivalent to the Confucian
orthodox thought constructed since the time of Confucius and Mencius. This academic characteristic of synthesis and
transformation manifests itself in the following aspects: first, a return to Confucian classical texts and a rectification of
orthodox learning, taking The Six Classics as the textual foundation and orthodox classical studies as the academic
direction; second, the opening of a new perspective on Daotong thought, the enlightenment of a new Daotong vision, and
the use of a concept of ever-renewing evolution to promote academic innovation and the development of people’ s
livelihood; third, the change of existing ideas and the reform of existing Daotong institutions, with the aim of saving the
nation and the people, revitalizing popular morale, and rescuing the realm under Heaven.

Keywords: Wang Chuanshan; thought of Confucian orthodoxy; view of Confucian classics and history ; restructuring

and reform
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