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Historical Writing and Merit Narratives of the Caishi Battle
Between the Song and Jin Dynasties

Qiu Jingjia

Abstract: The Battle of Caishi, part of the Song—Jin War that broke out in the thirty—first year of the Shaoxing

reign of the Southern Song (1161), was originally a skirmish. Yet heavily glorified by contemporary Song writers, it

was portrayed as a pivotal battle that safeguarded the dynasty, endowed with profound political and military significance

for turning the tide and rescuing the state from collapse. A wealth of detailed records are left, containing numerous

exaggerations and embellishments. Beyond textual research on historical facts, an examination of the broader context

and evolution of related narratives reveals that the story of the Caishi Battle was retold and circulated by different

groups, giving rise to multiple versions that reflect their respective war memories and standpoints. Later, historians

collated and verified these accounts and ultimately produced an integrated narrative incorporating varied claims. This

process embodies the convergence of collective memories and the overlay of multiple interpretations among different

social groups during the reign of Emperor Xiaozong of the Song Dynasty.

Keywords: battle of Caishi; Yu Yunwen; narrative of military victory; historical writing
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