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On the Civilizing Process of the Songshan Region During the Yangshao Period
Zhao Baoyou, Yan Tiecheng

Abstract: The Songshan civilization of the Yangshao period directly inherited and evolved from the agricultural
foundation of the Peiligang era. Recent archaeological discoveries at key sites in the Songshan region—including
Dahecun in Zhengzhou, Qingjinggou in Xingyang, Suyang in Yiyang, Qingtai in Xingyang, and Shuanghuaishu in
Gongyi—have provided a rich body of evidence for the region’ s civilizing process. These findings illustrate the
formation of an agricultural and sericultural society in the Central Plains, the emergence of large core settlements, and

a key transition of indigenous culture from “settlements” to “state.” Through practices of “observing images to tell the

time” and “erecting the center to establish the ultimate standard” , a pathway for constructing political order was

opened. Consequently, the civilizing process in the Songshan region exhibits a continuous developmental trajectory

characterized by “revering heaven and honoring ancestors, valuing virtue over wealth, prioritizing order, pragmatically

adhering to the mean, and sustaining endless vitality.”

Keywords: Yangshao period; Songshan civilization; civilizing process
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