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New Evidence for the Origin of the Zhang Clan from an Archaeological Perspective
Du Jinpeng

Abstract: Zhang is one of the Han Chinese surnames, ranking 24th in the Hundred Family Surnames. According
to statistics, Zhang is currently the third most populous surname, accounting for about 7% of the total population. The
origins of the Zhang surname have been interpreted differently in ancient and modern times. Existing literature, cultural

relics, and archaeological evidence show that the earliest ancestors of the Zhang surname can be traced back to the

Shang and Zhou periods. In the bronze inscriptions from the Yachang Tomb at Yinxu, the clan emblem “A” coexists
with “Chang, ” which originally served as a personal name and later evolved into a clan name, reflecting the two
constituent elements of the character “Zhang.” The tomb owner of the Luyi Changzikou Tomb, “Changzikou,” was a

descendant of the “Yachang” clan from Yinxu, demonstrating the continuation of the “Chang” clan into the early
Western Zhou dynasty. Bronze inscriptions from the Western Zhou and texts from the Book of Songs confirm the
existence of the Zhang surname by the late Western Zhou period. During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States
periods, the Zhang surname had already spread widely across northern China. Although Zhang is a Han Chinese
surname, its origins lie among ethnic minorities during the Shang dynasty, which later integrated and developed into
part of the Han ethnicity. The discoveries of the Yachang Tomb at Yinxu and the Luyi Changzikou Tomb provide solid
archaeological evidence that the early key stages of this process took shape in the Central Plains region, establishing
Henan as a verified archaeological starting point for the origins of the Zhang surname.

Keywords: archaeology; origin of the Zhang surname; new evidence
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On the Development of Archaeology and the Empirical Reconstruction of Chinese Classics
Tian Xudong

Abstract: In the early 20th century, the Yigu School questioned the early Chinese civilization, which contributed
to the rise of modern Chinese Classics. Subsequently, Wang Guowei put forward the “Dual Evidence Method” , which
blazed a new trail for the systematic reconstruction of ancient history. Around the same time, modern Chinese
archaeology emerged and developed rapidly, advancing the evolution of the Chinese Classics in three ways: firstly, by
providing a material framework for reconstructing early ancient history, it transformed the narrow understanding of
ancient Chinese civilization; secondly, through the discovery of numerous bamboo and silk manuscripts, it has greatly
countered the skeptical trend, and proved the necessity to rewrite the history of Chinese scholarship; thirdly, by the
archaeological remains and artifacts unearthed, it laid an empirical foundation for classics. In the contemporary
academic context, archaeology will continue to supply new methodologies and materials for Chinese Classics, which
will constantly generate new problem awareness and drive the renewal of research paradigms, thereby guiding modern
Chinese Classics toward a more scientific path.

Keywords: classics; skepticism trend; archaeology
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Study on the Operational Mechanism of Chinese Aesthetic Thinking
Chen Wangheng

Abstract: Chinese aesthetics encompasses not only the aesthetics of art but also the aesthetics of life, society,
and politics. The concepts and theories it employs are largely consistent with those of Chinese philosophy and political
science. The operational mechanism of Chinese aesthetic thinking can be analyzed from both external and internal
aspects. The external mechanism primarily addresses the relationship between aesthetics and philosophy and political
science, focusing on the relationship between aesthetics and Taoist philosophy, and between aesthetics and Confucian
political science. Aesthetics is essentially a branch of philosophy, and maintains a mutually supportive relationship with
political science. The relationship between aesthetics and Taoist philosophy is primarily manifested as the pursuit of
enlightenment of the Dao through enlightenment and the understanding of beauty; the relationship between aesthetics
and Confucian political science is mainly reflected in the reverence for rites through the appreciation of music. The
internal mechanism deals with intrinsic aesthetic issues, focusing on the construction of aesthetic ideals and the
elevation of aesthetic realms. For aesthetic ideals, Chinese aesthetics pursues a balance between toughness and
softness; for aesthetic realms, it seeks the unity of the artificial and the natural. This serves as a concrete
manifestation of the Chinese philosophical concepts of heaven and humanity, dialectical thinking, and the ideal of
harmony. Overall, the operational mechanism of Chinese aesthetic thinking exhibits the characteristics of a subjective
philosophy with the unity of truth, goodness, and beauty, the dialectics of the unity of opposites, and “ordain
conscience for Heaven and Earth”.

Keywords: Chinese aesthetic thinking; operational mechanism; aesthetics; Chinese philosophy; Chinese rite—music culture
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Nurturing Customs and Achieving Good Governance: On Cheng Yi’s Educational Ethics and
Its Significance in Ideological History

Guo Jingdong

Abstract: On the basis of inheriting the Pre—Qin Confucian educational thought, Cheng Yi examined human
nature from the perspective of Li and Qi. In the discourse that human nature is Li, he demonstrated the possibility
and necessity of education in virtue cultivation, expounded his own suggestions on the education in the Song Dynasty,
and developed a set of systematic educational ethics. In terms of educational philosophy, he advocated that schools
should teach students enlightened understanding and practical application, and foster the worldly thought of scholars
and students on the basis of cultivating their virtue. In terms of system construction, he advocated the establishment of
an integrated educational institution from the central government to the grass—roots level, and the appointment of
teachers and administrators with both morality and talent. In practice, he believed that the ruling group, especially the
monarch, should respect teachers and promote education, while scholars and officials should also give full play to
their political initiative and consciously shoulder the responsibility of educating the local populace. Cheng Yi’s thought
of educational ethics shaped the moral foundation of Neo Confucianism pedagogy and laid a system for Neo
Confucianism to think and discuss educational problems.

Keywords: Cheng Yi; natural law; educational ethics
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The Role of Rituals of the Zhou Dynasty in the Governance of Local Tribal-States: Insights
from Bronze Inscriptions of the Western Zhou Dynasty

Wang Kunpeng

Abstract: Bronze inscriptions from the Western Zhou Dynasty document ritual audiences of the Zhou king hosting
visits to regional tribal states, reflecting historical details such as the local tribal chiefs pledging allegiance to the Zhou
and their familiarity with Zhou ritual practices. The Zhou king’ s visits to local tribal-states served mnot only to foster
friendly relations, but more importantly, to convey political directives. These visits were driven by various political,
military, and economic considerations. According to the inscriptions, the Zhou king met leaders of local tribal chiefs
both within and beyond the royal domain, engaging in activities like archery ceremonies and banquets. These
correspond to the “timely assembly” rites (shihui) recorded in ritual texts. The royal court also dispatched officials to
convene with these leaders, a practice corresponding to the “grand assembly” rites (yintong) described in ritual texts.
These varied forms of audience rituals served multiple functions: discussing governance, consolidating political order,
and assessing the competence and loyalty of regional tribal chiefs. The inscriptions also record instances of regional
tribal chiefs attending the Zhou court. The ceremonial sequence of “enfeoffment, royal audience, and gift-bestowal”
aligns precisely with accounts in classical texts. Additionally, the royal court summoned these chiefs to attend court,
indicating that both voluntary attendance (chaojin) and court summons (zhengchao) had gradually evolved into
institutionalized practices for governing regional tribal states. Overall, the bronze inscription evidence reflects how Zhou
ritual culture, as a form of cultural soft power, played a significant role in the governance of regional tribal states and
in the process of ethnic integration during that period.

Keywords: Zhou rituals; bronze inscriptions; ritualized visits; royal audiences; local governance
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The Ritual System Construction and “China” Identity of
the Liao, Western Xia, and Jin Dynasties

Wang Meihua

Abstract: Shaped by factors such as state—founding processes, territorial expansion, and domestic political
configurations, the ritual system construction of the Liao, Western Xia, and Jin dynasties exhibits distinct characteristics.
The Liao dynasty witnessed relatively slow development of its ritual system, featuring a coexistence of Han rituals and
ethnic customs. The Western Xia had already begun to emulate the rituals of the Chinese imperial system prior to its
formal establishment; however, after the emperor assumed the throne and founded the dynasty, a prolonged struggle
persisted between Han rituals and ethnic ceremonial traditions. The Jin dynasty’s ritual system developed expeditiously,
emerging as the most systematically refined among the three. The essence of the construction of the ritual system in the
Liao, Xia and Jin dynasties was to establish their own national governance model by emulating the “Chinese imperial
system”, which was a sense of belonging formed out of admiration for the institutional civilization of the Central Plains
dynasties. The core connotation was the evolution of the concept of “China” identity, and following the ritual system of
China was their common assertion and pursuit. From the perspective of the evolution of ritual system construction, it
can be seen that during the era of parallel and confrontational regimes such as the Liao, Song, Xia, and Jin dynasties,
the concept of “China” identity was an underlying thread transcending ethnic boundaries, the territorial boundaries of
regimes, and the alternation of dynasties. This was the characteristic of the evolution of the Chinese national community
during this period.

Keywords: Liao, Western Xia, and Jin dynasties; ritual system construction; political system; “China” identity
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The Reconstruction of Aesthetic Principles by Digital Media
Chen Dingjia

Abstract: As the digital wave surges forward, contemporary literary and artistic aesthetics is undergoing a
transformation unprecedented in a millennium. From the printing press to digital media, technological evolution
resembles a great river changing its course. Big data weaves the narrative fabric; virtual reality expands the boundaries
of perception; artificial intelligence reshapes the production, dissemination, and consumption of art and literature, causing
the walls between artistic genres to crumble—film and game merge, literature and code dance together, and diverse
aesthetic forms emerge. In the era of image hegemony, “aesthetic disenchantment” has become an unavoidable
proposition. The rise of visual culture has shifted the relationship between text and image from harmony to tension, and
from conflict to reconstruction. New media are profoundly transforming people’ s “aesthetic expectations.” New
technologies not only weave dreamlike visual narratives but also immerse audiences in interactive theaters, while social
media turns everyone into an aesthetic subject. Cross—modal deep learning continually expands the boundaries of the
aesthetic; interactive experiences allow beauty to engage; personalized customization pushes aesthetic objects into
everyday life. However, the problems brought by technological iteration cannot be ignore—shallowness dissolves depth,
fragmentation tears apart wholeness. “Boundary—crossing” and “becoming an instant hit” are not only outcomes driven
by technology but also the very source of the everlasting development of the life of aesthetic. As the technological
singularity of Al approaches, traditional aesthetic concepts are undergoing a fundamental reconstruction. Only by
embracing this transformation with an open mind can aesthetics flourish with new vitality amidst the digital revolution.

Keywords: boundary—crossing; instant hit; image hegemony; cross—media narrative; generative Al; digital aesthetics
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Media Integration and Skill Transformation in the Creation of
Online Literature in the Digital Intelligence Era

Zheng Wei

Abstract: The deep involvement of digital intelligence technologies in the creation of online literature has given
rise to a collaborative model of “human-machine co—creation” and a highly streamlined “story factory” production
mechanism, fundamentally transforming the traditional writing paradigm of relying on one’s own. At the heart of this
transformation lie “media integration” and “skill transformation”, which directly address the fundamental mechanisms of
literary production. Al large language models offer an unprecedented productivity solution for formulaic, large—scale online
literature. Online platforms and authors alike seek efficiency gains, driving a shift in creative paradigms from
“inspiration—driven” to “inspiration—technology synergy”. Correspondingly, the author’ s role has evolved into that of a
creative director and content curator. However, when “human—machine co—creation” changes into the pure logic of the
“story factory” —pursuing efficiency and scale at the expense of all else—profound limitations emerge. Al s
“imagination” is constrained by probabilistic replication of existing data, leading to the dissipation of the work’ s aura
and intensified homogenization. The human author’ s subjectivity is diminished during the refining and deleting phase,
reducing creation to mechanical labor. At the same time, ethical and legal issues such as ambiguous copyright ownership,
difficulty in identifying “manuscript plagiarizing”, and algorithmic bias become increasingly prominent. Therefore, online
literature must harness the power of technology to enhance efficiency while preserving the soul of humanistic essence.
Only by doing so can it achieve high—quality development amidst the transformations of the digital intelligence era.

Keywords: digital intelligence era; human—machine collaboration; story factory; theory of refining and deleting;

creation of online literature
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Zhu Xi’s Political Aspiration in His Later Years Reflected in Jiyou Nishang Fengshi
Qi Chenyun, Pu Sheng

Abstract:
the central government. In the sixteenth year of Chunxi (1189), he proposed Jiyou Nishang Fengshi—a detailed and

For most of his life, Zhu Xi lived in reclusion, yet he remained deeply engaged with the politics of

feasible governing strategy to the newly enthroned Song Emperor Guangzong, addressing ten aspects including rectifying
one’ s mind, regulating one’ s family well, distinction between good and evil and suppression of personal grudge. This
proposal reflected Zhu Xi’ s profound insights into governance and his sincere dedication to the country, particularly
demonstrating the political expression integrating neo—Confucianism and governing the country and the political aspiration
for the emperor. However, Zhu Xi misjudged the character and ability of Emperor Guangzong. In reality, Emperor
Guangzong was a mediocre and flawed emperor, plagued by paranoid, jealousy, and mental instability. During his short
reign, the interference of the palace and the deterioration of relations between the two generations of emperors became
major political issues. The forced abdication ended Guangzong’ s brief and turbulent rule, symbolizing the collapse of
Zhu Xi’s political aspiration.
Keywords: Zhu Xi; Jiyou Nishang Fengshi; political inspiration; Emperor Guangzong of the Song Dynasty
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Changes in the Farm Cattle Trade and Local Responses in the Southern Song Dynasty

Cheng Tao

Abstract: During the transition period between the Northern and Southern Song dynasties, the dramatic changes in
territorial configuration reshpaed the supply and demand pattern of farm cattle in the Southern Songy dynasty. The
regions of Huaihe River and Jiangxiang area, which had previously served as major production areas for farm cattle,
saw most their cattle populations wiped out due to wars. As these regions became the confrontation frontline of Song
and Jin dynasties, the large number of farm cattle requirked for military agriculture had to be supplied mainly by the
districts in the south—central parts of Eastern Guangnan and Western Guangnan region. To alleviate the fiscal pressure
caused by the long—distance transport and sale of cattle from Guangnan region to the northern border regions, the
Southern Song government gradually shifted its cattle trade model from state—operated transport and sale to encouraging
private trade, supplemented by exemptions on cattle taxes. However, due to the high dependence of local finance on
commercial taxes in these regions which along the Lingnan trade routes, these policies which originally intended to
facilitate trade and benefit the people, instead led to local authorities shifting tax burdens onto merchants and the
imposition of arbitrary levies. Coupled with the huge profits from slaughtering and meat trading, the rustling of farm
cattle during slack farming seasons in the Wuling region gradually evolved into organized armed smuggling groups,
further exacerbating the turmoil in Guangnan region.

Keywords: the Southern Song dynasty ; farm cattle trade ; exemption of caitle taxes;the Guangnan region ; turmoil
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The Transformation of Creative Trends in Tang Poetry as
Seen from Prefaces to Banquet Poems

Wu Zhenhua

Abstract: Banquet poetry prefaces in the Tang Dynasty can be roughly divided into five categories: court banquets,
literary gatherings of scholars, group poetry composition, family banquets, and farewell occasions. They record authentic scenes
such as composing poems at imperial command, group poetry composition, festive outings, and farewell gatherings. These
prefaces possess extensive historical value and reflect the spirit of the times. These prefaces are not only large—scale imperial
compositions written in response to court commands but also collective creative efforts in pursuit of the refined elegance of the
Wei and Jin dynasties. They mark the trends of the era and provide a space for the unique expression of individual
sensibilities, revealing heartfelt reflections on life. Banquet poetry prefaces of the Tang Dynasty can be regarded as a barometer
of poets’ temperaments and a weather vane of the rise and fall of the times, vividly presenting the trajectory of literary style
evolution: elegance in the early Tang, vitality in the high Tang, and a quest for rational order in the mid—Tang.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty; banquet poetry prefaces; evolution process; cultural spirit
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An Aesthetic Examination of Literati’s Poetic Chanting in the Wei, Jin, Southern and
Northern Dynasties

Li Zhen

Abstract: During the Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, under the interactive influence of Neo—Taoist
conversation (gingtan) and the prevailing character appraisal (pinzao), a profound tradition of poetic chanting (shiyong) emerged
among the literati class. Manifesting in diverse forms such as xiaoyong (chanting interspersed with melodic whistling), tanyong
(chanting integrated with philosophical discourse), and wenyong (literary recitation), poetic chanting not only constituted a
crucial dimension of the daily life of eminent scholars (mingshi), but also embodied distinctive aesthetic values. Its aesthetic
core lies in a composite aesthetic paradigm characterized by the intertwining and coexistence of the beauty of human form and
spirit, natural landscape beauty, and artistic beauty. Poetic chanting first served as a concrete carrier of the literati’ s spiritual
personality. During the act of chanting, the scholars’ posture and demeanor, along with their rhetorical grace and spiritual
bearing, were themselves objects of character appraisal. Their internal moral cultivation and life sentiments were externalized
into perceptible aesthetic objects through sound and rhythm, whereby highlighting their individual life awareness. Secondly,
poetic chanting was frequently associated with excursions into mountains and waters. In this process, the aesthetic experience
of natural landscapes was elevated through the process of chanting, providing an anchor for the individual’ s spiritual realm
and enabling the performer to attain the aesthetic state of the fusion of subject and object. Finally, the appreciation of tonal
rules and rhythmic charm embedded in poetic chanting directly promoted the development of phonological aesthetics in artistic
practices, profoundly influencing the evolution of the literary and artistic thought of the era.

Keywords: Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern dynasties; poetic chanting (shiyong); character appraisal (pinzao)
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The Insistence and Reinforcement of Equal-field System and the Accounting and Household
Registration System in the Early Tang Dynasty

Liu Yufeng

Abstract:

under Juntianzhi (equal-field system), who would become escaped or immigrated households, and to stabilize the tax and

In the early Tang Dynasty, in order to prevent the bankruptcy and dispersal of the farmer households

corvee foundation of the state’ s rule and ensure the stability of the state power, the Tang dynasty insisted in and
strengthened Juntianzhi and the accounting and household registration system. This was primarily reflected in three
aspects: first, the Tang dynasty repeatedly revised and promulgated the Land Statute ({4 )) and the Household
Statute ({J7 4> ) ) to maintain the institutional legislation of Juntianzhi and the accounting and household registration
system. Second, through the emperor’s issuance of edicts, the legislation was revised and the content of the system was
adjusted and reformed. Third, specific measures were taken to maintain the population of the farmer households under
Juntianzhi. These efforts of insistence and reinforcement were historical facts in the early Tang dynasty, an inevitable
choice of national policies, and a legitimate exercise of national functions and power. They were beneficial to the
majority of the farmer households under Juntianzhi and contributed to social stability.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty; Juntianzhi (equal-field system); the accounting and household registration system;

farmer households under Juntianzhi
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The Management and Production Effect of Qin’s Public Fields
Liu Peng

Abstract: During the Qin Dynasty, many government offices administered public fields, and their output mainly
supplied their own needs. There was no prefecture—level public land at that time, and county—level public land was the
most important part of the public land production system. The reclamation scale of the public land in Qianling County
might be about 50 qing, while the average scale in each county was far larger. The promotion of cattle farming
technique was limited, and the plough farming was widely used in public land production. Tuli (convict laborers) were
the main labor force to cultivate public land, though their productivity was generally low. As Qin unification progressed,
garrison soldiers became increasingly important in the production of public fields, yet their influence could not be
compared with that of Tuli. The Qin’s emphasis on agriculture and system design had been well demonstrated in the
field of public land production. However, the harsh administrative style not only promoted the operation of related
businesses, but also posed certain challenges to their practical implementation. There were many problems in the
operation of public officials’ management, which also showed that the actual effect of Qin’s public fields production
should not be overestimated.

Keywords: public field; production scale; management; effectiveness; Qin bamboo slips
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