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New Evidence for the Origin of the Zhang Clan from an Archaeological Perspective
Du Jinpeng

Abstract: Zhang is one of the Han Chinese surnames, ranking 24th in the Hundred Family Surnames. According
to statistics, Zhang is currently the third most populous surname, accounting for about 7% of the total population. The
origins of the Zhang surname have been interpreted differently in ancient and modern times. Existing literature, cultural

relics, and archaeological evidence show that the earliest ancestors of the Zhang surname can be traced back to the

Shang and Zhou periods. In the bronze inscriptions from the Yachang Tomb at Yinxu, the clan emblem “A” coexists
with “Chang, ” which originally served as a personal name and later evolved into a clan name, reflecting the two
constituent elements of the character “Zhang.” The tomb owner of the Luyi Changzikou Tomb, “Changzikou,” was a

descendant of the “Yachang” clan from Yinxu, demonstrating the continuation of the “Chang” clan into the early
Western Zhou dynasty. Bronze inscriptions from the Western Zhou and texts from the Book of Songs confirm the
existence of the Zhang surname by the late Western Zhou period. During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States
periods, the Zhang surname had already spread widely across northern China. Although Zhang is a Han Chinese
surname, its origins lie among ethnic minorities during the Shang dynasty, which later integrated and developed into
part of the Han ethnicity. The discoveries of the Yachang Tomb at Yinxu and the Luyi Changzikou Tomb provide solid
archaeological evidence that the early key stages of this process took shape in the Central Plains region, establishing
Henan as a verified archaeological starting point for the origins of the Zhang surname.

Keywords: archaeology; origin of the Zhang surname; new evidence
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