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The Insistence and Reinforcement of Equal-field System and the Accounting and Household
Registration System in the Early Tang Dynasty

Liu Yufeng

Abstract:

under Juntianzhi (equal-field system), who would become escaped or immigrated households, and to stabilize the tax and

In the early Tang Dynasty, in order to prevent the bankruptcy and dispersal of the farmer households

corvee foundation of the state’ s rule and ensure the stability of the state power, the Tang dynasty insisted in and
strengthened Juntianzhi and the accounting and household registration system. This was primarily reflected in three
aspects: first, the Tang dynasty repeatedly revised and promulgated the Land Statute ({4 )) and the Household
Statute ({J7 4> ) ) to maintain the institutional legislation of Juntianzhi and the accounting and household registration
system. Second, through the emperor’s issuance of edicts, the legislation was revised and the content of the system was
adjusted and reformed. Third, specific measures were taken to maintain the population of the farmer households under
Juntianzhi. These efforts of insistence and reinforcement were historical facts in the early Tang dynasty, an inevitable
choice of national policies, and a legitimate exercise of national functions and power. They were beneficial to the
majority of the farmer households under Juntianzhi and contributed to social stability.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty; Juntianzhi (equal-field system); the accounting and household registration system;

farmer households under Juntianzhi
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