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The Transformation of Creative Trends in Tang Poetry as
Seen from Prefaces to Banquet Poems

Wu Zhenhua

Abstract: Banquet poetry prefaces in the Tang Dynasty can be roughly divided into five categories: court banquets,
literary gatherings of scholars, group poetry composition, family banquets, and farewell occasions. They record authentic scenes
such as composing poems at imperial command, group poetry composition, festive outings, and farewell gatherings. These
prefaces possess extensive historical value and reflect the spirit of the times. These prefaces are not only large—scale imperial
compositions written in response to court commands but also collective creative efforts in pursuit of the refined elegance of the
Wei and Jin dynasties. They mark the trends of the era and provide a space for the unique expression of individual
sensibilities, revealing heartfelt reflections on life. Banquet poetry prefaces of the Tang Dynasty can be regarded as a barometer
of poets’ temperaments and a weather vane of the rise and fall of the times, vividly presenting the trajectory of literary style
evolution: elegance in the early Tang, vitality in the high Tang, and a quest for rational order in the mid—Tang.

Keywords: the Tang dynasty; banquet poetry prefaces; evolution process; cultural spirit
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