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Changes in the Farm Cattle Trade and Local Responses in the Southern Song Dynasty

Cheng Tao

Abstract: During the transition period between the Northern and Southern Song dynasties, the dramatic changes in
territorial configuration reshpaed the supply and demand pattern of farm cattle in the Southern Songy dynasty. The
regions of Huaihe River and Jiangxiang area, which had previously served as major production areas for farm cattle,
saw most their cattle populations wiped out due to wars. As these regions became the confrontation frontline of Song
and Jin dynasties, the large number of farm cattle requirked for military agriculture had to be supplied mainly by the
districts in the south—central parts of Eastern Guangnan and Western Guangnan region. To alleviate the fiscal pressure
caused by the long—distance transport and sale of cattle from Guangnan region to the northern border regions, the
Southern Song government gradually shifted its cattle trade model from state—operated transport and sale to encouraging
private trade, supplemented by exemptions on cattle taxes. However, due to the high dependence of local finance on
commercial taxes in these regions which along the Lingnan trade routes, these policies which originally intended to
facilitate trade and benefit the people, instead led to local authorities shifting tax burdens onto merchants and the
imposition of arbitrary levies. Coupled with the huge profits from slaughtering and meat trading, the rustling of farm
cattle during slack farming seasons in the Wuling region gradually evolved into organized armed smuggling groups,
further exacerbating the turmoil in Guangnan region.

Keywords: the Southern Song dynasty ; farm cattle trade ; exemption of caitle taxes;the Guangnan region ; turmoil
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