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Zhu Xi’s Political Aspiration in His Later Years Reflected in Jiyou Nishang Fengshi
Qi Chenyun, Pu Sheng

Abstract:
the central government. In the sixteenth year of Chunxi (1189), he proposed Jiyou Nishang Fengshi—a detailed and

For most of his life, Zhu Xi lived in reclusion, yet he remained deeply engaged with the politics of

feasible governing strategy to the newly enthroned Song Emperor Guangzong, addressing ten aspects including rectifying
one’ s mind, regulating one’s family well, distinction between good and evil and suppression of personal grudge. This
proposal reflected Zhu Xi’ s profound insights into governance and his sincere dedication to the country, particularly
demonstrating the political expression integrating neo—Confucianism and governing the country and the political aspiration
for the emperor. However, Zhu Xi misjudged the character and ability of Emperor Guangzong. In reality, Emperor
Guangzong was a mediocre and flawed emperor, plagued by paranoid, jealousy, and mental instability. During his short
reign, the interference of the palace and the deterioration of relations between the two generations of emperors became
major political issues. The forced abdication ended Guangzong’s brief and turbulent rule, symbolizing the collapse of
Zhu Xi’s political aspiration.
Keywords: Zhu Xi; Jiyou Nishang Fengshi; political inspiration; Emperor Guangzong of the Song Dynasty
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