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The Reconstruction of Aesthetic Principles by Digital Media
Chen Dingjia

Abstract: As the digital wave surges forward, contemporary literary and artistic aesthetics is undergoing a
transformation unprecedented in a millennium. From the printing press to digital media, technological evolution
resembles a great river changing its course. Big data weaves the narrative fabric; virtual reality expands the boundaries
of perception; artificial intelligence reshapes the production, dissemination, and consumption of art and literature, causing
the walls between artistic genres to crumble—film and game merge, literature and code dance together, and diverse
aesthetic forms emerge. In the era of image hegemony, “aesthetic disenchantment” has become an unavoidable
proposition. The rise of visual culture has shifted the relationship between text and image from harmony to tension, and
from conflict to reconstruction. New media are profoundly transforming people’ s “aesthetic expectations.” New
technologies not only weave dreamlike visual narratives but also immerse audiences in interactive theaters, while social
media turns everyone into an aesthetic subject. Cross—modal deep learning continually expands the boundaries of the
aesthetic; interactive experiences allow beauty to engage; personalized customization pushes aesthetic objects into
everyday life. However, the problems brought by technological iteration cannot be ignore—shallowness dissolves depth,
fragmentation tears apart wholeness. “Boundary—crossing” and “becoming an instant hit” are not only outcomes driven
by technology but also the very source of the everlasting development of the life of aesthetic. As the technological
singularity of Al approaches, traditional aesthetic concepts are undergoing a fundamental reconstruction. Only by
embracing this transformation with an open mind can aesthetics flourish with new vitality amidst the digital revolution.

Keywords: boundary—crossing; instant hit; image hegemony; cross—media narrative; generative Al; digital aesthetics
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