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The Ritual System Construction and “China” Identity of
the Liao, Western Xia, and Jin Dynasties

Wang Meihua

Abstract: Shaped by factors such as state—founding processes, territorial expansion, and domestic political
configurations, the ritual system construction of the Liao, Western Xia, and Jin dynasties exhibits distinct characteristics.
The Liao dynasty witnessed relatively slow development of its ritual system, featuring a coexistence of Han rituals and
ethnic customs. The Western Xia had already begun to emulate the rituals of the Chinese imperial system prior to its
formal establishment; however, after the emperor assumed the throne and founded the dynasty, a prolonged struggle
persisted between Han rituals and ethnic ceremonial traditions. The Jin dynasty’s ritual system developed expeditiously,
emerging as the most systematically refined among the three. The essence of the construction of the ritual system in the
Liao, Xia and Jin dynasties was to establish their own national governance model by emulating the “Chinese imperial
system”, which was a sense of belonging formed out of admiration for the institutional civilization of the Central Plains
dynasties. The core connotation was the evolution of the concept of “China” identity, and following the ritual system of
China was their common assertion and pursuit. From the perspective of the evolution of ritual system construction, it
can be seen that during the era of parallel and confrontational regimes such as the Liao, Song, Xia, and Jin dynasties,
the concept of “China” identity was an underlying thread transcending ethnic boundaries, the territorial boundaries of
regimes, and the alternation of dynasties. This was the characteristic of the evolution of the Chinese national community
during this period.
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