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Study on the Operational Mechanism of Chinese Aesthetic Thinking
Chen Wangheng

Abstract: Chinese aesthetics encompasses not only the aesthetics of art but also the aesthetics of life, society,
and politics. The concepts and theories it employs are largely consistent with those of Chinese philosophy and political
science. The operational mechanism of Chinese aesthetic thinking can be analyzed from both external and internal
aspects. The external mechanism primarily addresses the relationship between aesthetics and philosophy and political
science, focusing on the relationship between aesthetics and Taoist philosophy, and between aesthetics and Confucian
political science. Aesthetics is essentially a branch of philosophy, and maintains a mutually supportive relationship with
political science. The relationship between aesthetics and Taoist philosophy is primarily manifested as the pursuit of
enlightenment of the Dao through enlightenment and the understanding of beauty; the relationship between aesthetics
and Confucian political science is mainly reflected in the reverence for rites through the appreciation of music. The
internal mechanism deals with intrinsic aesthetic issues, focusing on the construction of aesthetic ideals and the
elevation of aesthetic realms. For aesthetic ideals, Chinese aesthetics pursues a balance between toughness and
softness; for aesthetic realms, it seeks the unity of the artificial and the natural. This serves as a concrete
manifestation of the Chinese philosophical concepts of heaven and humanity, dialectical thinking, and the ideal of
harmony. Overall, the operational mechanism of Chinese aesthetic thinking exhibits the characteristics of a subjective
philosophy with the unity of truth, goodness, and beauty, the dialectics of the unity of opposites, and “ordain
conscience for Heaven and Earth”.

Keywords: Chinese aesthetic thinking; operational mechanism; aesthetics; Chinese philosophy; Chinese rite—music culture
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