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On the Development of Archaeology and the Empirical Reconstruction of Chinese Classics
Tian Xudong

Abstract: In the early 20th century, the Yigu School questioned the early Chinese civilization, which contributed
to the rise of modern Chinese Classics. Subsequently, Wang Guowei put forward the “Dual Evidence Method” , which
blazed a new trail for the systematic reconstruction of ancient history. Around the same time, modern Chinese
archaeology emerged and developed rapidly, advancing the evolution of the Chinese Classics in three ways: firstly, by
providing a material framework for reconstructing early ancient history, it transformed the narrow understanding of
ancient Chinese civilization; secondly, through the discovery of numerous bamboo and silk manuscripts, it has greatly
countered the skeptical trend, and proved the necessity to rewrite the history of Chinese scholarship; thirdly, by the
archaeological remains and artifacts unearthed, it laid an empirical foundation for classics. In the contemporary
academic context, archaeology will continue to supply new methodologies and materials for Chinese Classics, which
will constantly generate new problem awareness and drive the renewal of research paradigms, thereby guiding modern
Chinese Classics toward a more scientific path.

Keywords: classics; skepticism trend; archaeology
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