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From Jieshi Ming Inscription to Official Admonition:The Textual and Institutional
Evolution of Integrity Education in Ancient China

Xia Defeng, Xing Shuhan

Abstract: In the historical development of integrity education in ancient China, the textual vehicles for conveying
ideas of clean governance evolved significantly—from the Jieshi Ming Inscription to official admonition. This
transformation marked a transition from symbolic warning to a more systematic and institutionalized normative order.
Shaped by changes in political institutions, socioeconomic development, and broader intellectual and cultural currents,
the process reveals a clear trajectory: from moral symbolism toward practical, actionable knowledge, and from individual
self-restraint toward more comprehensive, system-based discipline. As an integral component of traditional political
culture, this evolution not only advanced the practice of integrity education in ancient China but also enriched its
institutional experience and the governance wisdom. It offers valuable historical insight for contemporary efforts in
building an integrity culture and strengthening cadre training, particularly in fostering a closer alignment between
institutional rules and political-ethical conduct. In this regard, the textual and institutional evolution of traditional
integrity education remains enduringly relevant.

Keywords: Jieshi Ming inscription; official admonition; integrity education; institutionalization
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