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Discussion on the Origin of the Mingtang Yueling

Guan Zongchang

Abstract: An important approach to resolving issues related to the Mingtang (bright hall) and the monthly order is
to start with the occurrence of the Mingtang Yueling. The archaeological excavation reflects that the early architectural
“ i ” —shape.

Records of the Mingtang in early texts are precisely a reflection and manifestation of this architectural form. The

form of palaces shows “quadrangle with the north hall as the main body” rather than the later typical

occurrence of the “Ai 7 —shaped Mingtang needed the deep integration of its architectural system with the Yueling
(Monthly Ordinances) system and the Wuxing (Five Phases) system. When the concept of Wuxing was integrated into
the traditional “four seasons—four directions” system, problems such as the difficulty in placing the “earth” position
and the incongruity in spatiotemporal alignment arose. Moreover, the notion of equality inherent in the mutual
generation and restriction view of Wuxing needed to be aligned and adjusted with the overarching authority of the
“central” position. The initial integration of these three systems was realized in Youguan of Guan Zi. By inventing a
“Five Harmonies season” situated at the “center”. It achieved the complete incorporation of the Wuxing system into
the Yueling system. Through the “Central Diagram”, it restored the “central earth” to a dominant position within the
integrated Wuxing framework. At the same time, Youguan also granted special status to the “Northern Diagram”,
forming a unique “dual-center” model that reflects the persistent legacy of the north-main enclosed quadrangle pattern.
The introduction of the Wuxing concept was key to driving the emergence of the Mingtang Yueling. Following its
incorporation, the Mingtang was reconfigured into a standardized ceremonial space, and the Yueling underwent a
transformation into an official governmental system.

Keywords: Mingtang Yueling; Wuxing system; “5i”— shape; Youguan of Guan Zi; genetic approach
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