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Investiture and Pacification: The Political Logic and Order Pursuit in the Northern Song
Dynasty ’s Enfeoffment of Xixia

He Qiang

Abstract: The enfeoffment system served as an important instrument for the traditional Chinese central governments
in managing relations with neighboring ethnic regimes. From the enfeoffment of the Northern Song to its vassal state
Xixia, it can be seen that the relationship between the two sides has actually evolved in accordance with the
“emperor—vassal states” model since the Western Zhou Dynasty and the conferment of noble titles and establishment of
fiefdoms was also a common expression and core tenet in the imperial edicts of the Northern Song Dynasty. Despite
recurring conflicts, the Northern Song Dynasty would enfeoff Xixia each time, granting it legitimate status. As for
suggestions aimed at “dividing” or “dismembering” Xixia—such as refraining from bestowing the title of king and only
appointing its rulers as military governors, conferring military governor titles to its generals to weaken its authority, or
dividing the annual tribute among tribal chiefs while “independently appointing” its nobles and key officials—the
Northern Song Dynasty either chose not to adopt them or used them solely as political tactics to compel Xixia into
submission. Such policy stemmed not only from the consideration of border stability and aversion to war, but more
fundamentally from the Northern Song’ s demand for Xixia’ s formal submission and defence. In this regard, the
Northern Song Dynasty even reprimanded officials who advocated “deferred investiture” for Xixia. Wars were often
halted due to the doctrine of “not attacking during mourning, and not taking advantage of misfortune”. Thus,
submission and deference were, in fact, the ultimate order that the Northern Song Dynasty sought from Xixia. The issue
of “enfeoffment” is of great significance for a deeper understanding of the relationship between the Song Dynasties and
the vassal state Xixia and for grasping the dialectical relationship between feudalism and centralized imperial politics.

Keywords: the Northern Song Dynasty; the Xixia Dynasty; conferring titles; political culture; political order
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