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The Administrative Feedback Mechanisms Under the Scholar—Official Political System
of the Song Dynasty—A Study Centered on the Actions and Discourse of “Iron-Faced
Inspector”Zhao Bian

Wang Ruilai

Abstract: From ancient times to the present, every dynasty or government has developed its administrative
operations. During the decision-making and implementation processes, trial and error are inevitable. Through continuous
feedback and correction, the administrative operations gradually move towards the right track. Under the background of
the scholar-official political system in the Song Dynasty, most of the scholar-officials who dominated governance
regarded the whole country as their responsibility. They further improved the traditional administrative feedback
mechanism and fully exerted this traditional mechanism. To date, there are a lot macro studies on the Song Dynasty’ s
censor system, but few studies on micro—examinations based on specific facts to empirically verify the system. In the
reign of Emperor Shenzong, before intense factional strife erupted, Zhao Bian served as the deputy magistrate of the
palace for two years. With a strong sense of responsibility, he fulfilled his duties, from central military and political
affairs to local administration, from personnel appointment to the regulation of imperial power. He had candid criticisms
and constructive proposals, and offered a lot of advice, which earned him the nickname “Iron—faced Inspector”. As a
censor, Zhao Bian’s words and deeds almost touched upon all aspects of the feedback mechanism of the Song Dynasty.
Therefore, the examination of his conduct during his tenure as an inspector may help to address the current gap in
micro-studies.

Keywords: the Song Dynasty; scholar—official politics; Zhao Bian; censor; feedback mechanism
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