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On the Extraction, Interpretation, and Transformation of Core Heritage Values of
National Archaeological Site Parks

Zhang Dongning

Abstract: The heritage value of National Archaeological Site Parks can be categorized into core and derivative
heritage value. The core heritage value, composed of elements such as chronological age, history, science and
technology, and art, plays a dominant role in shaping the derivative value. It originates from the site itself and is
refined over time, with its establishment based on human subjective cognition of the site. In contrast, the derivative
heritage value includes elements such as commemoration, economy, education, and recreation, representing the objective
impact of the interaction between the site and the park on people’ s material and spiritual lives. The fundamental
purpose of National Archaeological Site Parks is to facilitate the transmission of core heritage value from the site to the
public. This transmission process consists of three parts: first, extracting the core heritage value by establishing
scientific standards to identify and integrate these key elements, thereby defining its original imagery and laying the
foundation for subsequent interpretation; second, reconstructing the extracted content in accordance with the principles of
compliance and balance, providing accessible explanations and appropriate elaborations across the three dimensions of
“time—space—human,” and translating professional research into shared cultural knowledge; finally, taking full account of
the different demands of the government, residents, and visitors, and reshaping the interpreted outcomes into spatial
expressions focusing on civilization and cultural experiences with human-site connectivity through primary and secondary
paths.
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