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Institutional Transformation of the Academy Culture and Education Tradition in Early Modern
Henan Local Chronicles

Jian Dong

Abstract: The reform of classical academies in Henan during the late Qing and the Republic of China era

constituted a structural transformation of the traditional education system in response to modern crises. Through a

systematic analysis of over forty Henan local chronicles, this study reveals that modern Henan academies underwent a

transition from compelled reforms to proactive adaptations.

This transformation was reflected not merely in the

organizational replacement of traditional academy systems by modern schools, but also in the mutual infiliration and

reconstruction of traditional cultural and educational resources, scholarly spirit, and new educational systems. This fully

demonstrates that the modernization of Chinese education was not a simple transplantation of foreign models, but a

unique path shaped by the interplay of state will, local practices, and cultural traditions. The widespread integration of

modern schools and the implicit continuity of the academy spirit together represent the dual aspects of modern cultural

and educational transformation, providing a new perspective for re—examining the relationship between tradition and

modernity in modern Chinese social transformation.

Keywords: Henan local chronicles; classical academy; school; culture and education; modernization
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