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The Misplacement of the Concepts of “Noumenon” and “Basis”
—A Case Study of Contemporary Interpretation of Zhu Xi’s Texts

Lu Chuansong

Abstract: The term “noumenon” is widely used to explain traditional Chinese thoughts, yet its usage often
conflates “noumenon” as an ontological category with “basis” as a relational and explanatory concept. In statements
such as “Li is noumenon” and “Li is the noumenon of everything”, the term “noumenon” carries distinct semantic
functions: the former constitutes an ontological categorical assertion, while the latter represents a meta—ontological
relational statement. Using Zhang Dainian’ s interpretations of Zhu Xi’ s expressions like “the noumenon of object”
“the noumenon of nature” and “the noumenon of Li”as a case study, we can argue that Zhang misread the reflexive
and referential function of “the noumenon of” in classical Chinese as “basis of existence”. Clarifying the conceptual
boundaries between “noumenon” and “basis” is not merely a correction in textual exegesis but also a theoretical
prerequisite for reconstructing the autonomy of Chinese philosophical discourse and avoiding the forced assimilation of
Chinese thought through Western categories.

Keywords: noumenon; basis; Zhang Dainian; Zhu Xi; conceptual misplacement
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