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Kucha Music and Dance and the Construction of the Chinese Civilization Identity System
Zhang Anfu

Abstract: Kucha music and dance embodies the flourishing cultural landscape of the Tang dynasty. Through its
distinctive artistic forms and aesthetic qualities, it reflects the inclusive, integrative, and continually evolving nature of
Chinese civilization. Drawing upon and synthesizing diverse cultural influences from across the world, Kucha music and
dance stands as an artistic paradigm of cross—regional and cross—cultural integration within Chinese civilization. Since
the Han and Tang dynasties, its eastward transmission led to deep integration with the ritual music system of the
Central Plains, facilitating the fusion of “new sounds from the western regions” and “traditional Qing Shang music”.
This process challenged the rigid ritualistic tradition of “unity of ritual and music” prompting a transformation of
Central Plains music and dance from ritual education toward aesthetic entertainment and infusing Chinese art with new
vitality. Artistic forms like lion dance and drum music in Kucha music and dance have evolved into trans-regional
cultural symbols that embody the identity of diverse ethnic groups, becoming an integral part of the broader symbolic
system of Chinese civilization.

Keywords: Kucha music and dance; western regions art; Chinese civilization identity system
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