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An Exploration of the Worship of the Big Dipper in Prehistoric Central China
Li Yujie, Cao Panpan

Abstract: The worship of the Big Dipper has long held a significant position in traditional Chinese culture. By
analyzing the remains related to the Big Dipper unearthed at the Qingtai site in Xingyang, Zhengzhou and the
Shuanghuishu site in Gongyi, and Xishuipo in Puyang, Henan, this study investigates the origins and early cultural
manifestations of Big Dipper worship. The findings reveal that at least 6,000 to 5,000 years ago, an abstract and
ritualized system of Big Dipper worship gradually emerged in the Central Plains. This phenomenon can be attributed to
two main factors: first, the Big Dipper might represent the concept of “the Center of Heaven and Earth” in the
geographical cosmology of the period; second, it carried profound political and religious significance, which reflected
the strong secular characteristics of primitive religion in the Central Plains, and aligned with the political and cultural
needs of prehistoric Central China. It is important to note that the rise of the Central Plains civilization against the
backdrop of diverse coexisting cultures in the early times was the result of synergistic interactions among multiple
factors, including geographical environment, cultural integration, and the development of ritual systems. As a crucial
element in this process, the worship of the Big Dipper has provided both spiritual and institutional support for the
evolution of civilization.

Keywords: the Central Plains; the Big Dipper worship; the Shuanghuaishu site; primitive religion; political

culture
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