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Elegant Simplicity: The Stylistic Features and Poetic Origins of
Zhao Shixiu’s Landscape Poetry

Zhuge Yibing

Abstract: Among the “Four Great Poets of Yongjia”, Zhao Shixiu achieved the highest creative accomplishment.
His landscape poetry centrally embodies the aesthetic pursuits and artistic style of this poetic school. Zhao Shixiu grew
up in Yongjia, where the mountains and rivers of his hometown nurtured his aesthetic sensibility and established his
creative style. Many of his renowned landscape poems were inspired by the magnificent scenery of Yongjia, such as
Huichang Lake, Songtai Mountain, and Yandang Mountain, all of which became subjects of his poetic verse. After
passing the imperial examination and holding official posts in many regions, the landscapes of other places broadened
his horizons and expanded the spatial expression and layered imagery in his landscape poetry. He first served in
Jiangdong, then in Jiangxi, and later resided in the capital, Lin’an, during which period he created many renowned
poems. Zhao Shixiu’ s landscape poetry is not merely a depiction of natural scenery but an expression in response to
life’ s hardships, career setbacks, and the constraints of his time. Drawing on the poetic legacy of the late Tang
Dynasty, he specialized in five—character regulated verse (wu lii) and expressed his emotions through landscapes,
forming a stylistic feature characterized primarily by elegance, freshness, and simplicity. This style ,to some extent,
reflected the prevalent mentality of detachment and self-restraint among scholars in the middle and late Southern Song
Dynasty, influencing the Jianghu School of poetry. Zhao Shixiu’ s landscape poetry provides an important lens into
observing the evolution of poetic styles and the spiritual world of literati in the Southern Song Dynasty.
Key words: Zhao Shixiu;landscape poetry;elegant simplicity ; “Four Great Poets of Yongjia”
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