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Re-evaluation of Confucianism in Modern Turbulent Times:
On Miao Yue’s View of Confucianism

Wang Rui

Abstract: Miao Yue consistently reflected on the fate of Confucianism in modern China, exploring how its value
could be advanced through an appropriate perspective. He held unique views on the academic ethos of the “Sorting out
National Classics” movement, stressing the importance of thoroughly exploring the principles of Confucianism. After the
September 18 Incident, amid escalating national crisis, Miao Yue called for people to prioritize Confucianism’s doctrine
of “inner sageliness and outer kingliness” and practical application of learning, urging them to shoulder the
responsibility of national salvation. Following the total resistance against Japanese aggression, he believed that China’s
national rejuvenation could not be achieved without industrialization, which required fostering a culture that valued
science and the pursuit of truth. To this end, he analyzed how Confucianism had been compromised by the superstitious
doctrines of the School of Yin-Yang during the Qin and Han dynasties. At the same time, he praised the teachings of
Xunzi, considering them a native resource conducive to promoting scientific and truth—seeking spirit. After the founding
of the People’s Republic of China, Miao Yue applied Marxist methodology to study Chinese history, offering a more
comprehensive analysis of Confucianism’s historical trajectory. Even in his later years, he remained deeply engaged with
Confucian issues, and his perspectives continue to inspire profound reflection.

Key words: Miao Yue; Confucianism; saving the nation; scientific spirit
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