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The Implication of Perspectivism in Wang Yangming’s Philosophy
and Its Contemporary Value: A Case Study of “Wang Yangming On the Doctrines of Xunzi”

Zhu Fenggang, Li Ying

Abstract: As a philosophical method, perspectivism highlights the hierarchical value of different perspectives. A
good perspective means having the courage to transcend one’s own viewpoint and recognize the validity of the weaker
perspectives. The thought tendency of neo—Confucianists revering Mencius and suppressing Xuncius did not give a fair
evaluation to the doctrines of Xunzi. Although Wang Yangming’ s arguments are developed in the field of
neo—Confucianism, he integrates different perspectives based on their value hierarchy to form a reasonable evaluation,
embodying the implication of perspectivism. Rather than adhering to the narrow standpoint of the doctrines of Xunzi, he
emphasizes the necessity of multiple perspectives and multi-dimensions for a more comprehensive and profound
understanding of the world. When Wang Yangming proposed “Four Sentences Teaching”, he responded to the
controversy between Wang Ji and Qian Dehong from the root and reconciled the Theory of Innate Goodness and the
Theory of Innate Evil while evaluating the doctrines of Xunzi, so as to integrate the reasonability of different views and
form new foresight. Perspectivism in Wang Yangming s philosophical approach offers valuable guidance for people to
break through the perspective of neo—Confucianism and re—examine the academic contributions of different schools of
Confucianism.

Key words: perspectivism ; neo—Confucianism ; the doctrines of Xunzi; Wang Yangming
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