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The History and Geography of the Southern Territories in the Early King Mu Period: A
Study Based on the Er Fangzun and Fangyi Vessels

Huang Jinqgian

Abstract: The Er Fangyi (a rectangular wine vessel) and Fangzun (a square wine vessel) should date back to the
early reign of King Mu (of the Western Zhou Dynasty). The inscriptions record the Southern Huaiyi’s (a group of
ethnic groups in the Huai River basin) invading and attacking Jin and Fu, which refer to the State of Luzi. The Er
State pursued and defeated the Southern Huaiyi, subsequently casting these ritual bronze vessels and using the
inscriptions to commemorate this victory. The historical fact recorded in the inscriptions—namely, the State of Ying s
commission to suppress the rebellion of the Huaiyi in the early reign of King Mu—can fill the gaps in textual records.
It also corroborates the records on the Huaiyi rebellion and the State of Ying’s mission to suppress it during the reign
of King Li, as seen in the Shiyueqigui (the Gui vessel inscribed with “Shiyue”) and the vessels associated with
Marquis of Ying named Shigong. This enhances our understanding of the status and political role of the State of Ying
in the Southern Territory—a region in southern Zhou territory—during the Western Zhou Dynasty, as well as the
situation in the Southern Territory in the early reign of King Mu. Additionally, the long—debated location of “Shu”
mentioned in Western Zhou bronze inscriptions can be confirmed as southwest of present-day Xinzheng, Henan
Province. The identity of Er should be similar to that of Yu and Gezhong, being a senior aristocrat of the State of
Ying. Er Fangzun, Fangyi, Yingmin Fangzun, Fangyi, Shoumei zun and Chugui (a round-mouthed ritual vessel) all date
back to the early reign of King Mu. They share the same vessel shape and decorative style, and probably the same
origin and history: all were illicitly excavated from the Ying State cemetery in Pingdingshan, and are important vessels
of the State of Ying state.

Key Words: Er; Shu; state of Ying; southern Huaiyi; southern territory
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