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On the “Ri” (H) Sacrifices and Related Issues in the Shang Dynasty
Zhang Yujin,Zhu Tian

Abstract: According to the oracle bone inscriptions from the Yin Ruins, the character “Ri” ( H ) functions as a
sacrificial name, referring to rituals conducted during the day. The primary objects of the “Ri” sacrifices are ghosts
and ancestral spirits, categorized as follows: first, the deceased father; second, the deceased kings; third, the deceased
elder brothers; fourth, the female ancestors; fifth, the deceased mothers; sixth, other ghosts and gods. In some cases, the
river deity is also the sacrificial object. The sacrificial animals for the “Ri” sacrifices include cattle, sheep, and Qiang
people. Auxiliary sacrificial rites for the “Ri” sacrifices include bin (22 ), you (# ), sui (£X), you (i), and others.
The term “Ri” can also denote the location of these sacrifices, often appearing as the object of prepositions like yu
(F) or zi (H). The verb preceding yu or zi is usually a motion verb, such as wang (f£), ge (£5), or tu (A).
The preposition yu after ge (45) can be omitted, so geyuri (% T H ) can be simplified to geri (% H ), which does
not signify sunset. The phrase rixi ( H P§) is absent from divination texts and should be interpreted as rixin ( H [X] ),
where “Ri” still indicates the location of the “Ri” sacrifices, and xin ( [X] ) means “to approach”. “Ri” and its
associated phrases can indicate the timing of sacrifices, appearing after the preposition yu or the modal adverb hui( B )
and may follow gou(i# ), which denotes sacrificial rites. Between gou and “Ri” or its phrases, the preposition yu can
be used or omitted.

Key words: oracle bone inscriptions; the Shang Dynasty; Ri (H) sacrifices
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