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Self-shaping and Other—shaping: The Generation and Construction of Wen Tianxiang’s Image
at the Turning Point of Song and Yuan Dynasties

Liu Tingting

Abstract: The initial generation and construction of Wen Tianxiang’ s image were shaped through a dual process
involving both self-representation and external portrayal. Starting from his works such as Guide and Collection of Du
Fu’s Poems after he raised troops to serve the king, he consciously preserved his personal experiences and laid the
foundation for his image. Following his capture at Wupo Ridge, scholars honored him with poems and tributes and
visited him in prison, further enhancing his image with an exemplary significance. After his execution at Chaishi, the
whole society widely mourned and praised him, solidifying his character. Wen Tianxiang became a model of loyalty and
integrity. By tracing and analyzing relevant literary works, events, and phenomena within the unique historical context,
one can clearly see the process through which the authentic individuality of historical luminaries evolved from
coexistence to fusion with their literary representations. This exploration offers deeper insights into the rich mentality of
the scholars and the literary style at the turning point of Song and Yuan dynasties.

Key words: turning point of dynasties; Wen Tianxiang; image; generation
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