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The Three Sus’ View of Three Kingdoms History and Its Intellectual Tension
Ma Qiang

Abstract: In the historical and cultural knowledge system of Su Xun, Su Shi, and Su Zhe, the history and figures
of the Three Kingdoms held a significant position. The Three Sus’ perspectives on the Three Kingdoms are prominently
reflected in their political discourses, historical commentaries, poems, and other writings. The characters and events of
the Three Kingdoms served as crucial historical references and allusions in their political and strategic discourses.
Influenced by the rich Three Kingdoms culture in the Ba-Shu region, the Three Sus, as a literary family native to Shu,
were naturally well-versed and deeply engaged with this subject. The Three Sus’ discussions of the Three Kingdoms
each possessed distinct characteristics. In terms of the historical events and figures they addressed, Su Xun excelled in
commenting on the military geography of the Three Kingdoms, with particular focus on the military affairs of the Shu
roads; Su Shi offered reflective and critical evaluations of Three Kingdoms figures, making his historical perspective
unique for his time; Su Zhe produced the most extensive discourse among the three, frequently citing Three Kingdoms
events in his memorials and historical essays. He focused on drawing lessons from the successes and failures of
political affairs, military affairs, and historical figures, and adeptly used historical examples to shed light on the present,
often citing Three Kingdoms events as examples to address contemporary social issues—a distinctive feature of his
Three Kingdoms historical outlook. Collectively, their historical theories on the Three Kingdoms form a profound and
dynamic component of Song dynasty historical thought.

Key words: The Three Sus;the perspective of Three Kingdoms History ; military geography ; character evaluation
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