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On the Jurisprudential Basis for the Formation of Supervision Authority in the Tang Dynasty

Li Minghui, Zeng Qingxin

Abstract: Following the initial establishment and development of the supervision system during the Qin, Han, Wei,
Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties, the supervision system of the Tang Dynasty matured into a comprehensive and
sophisticated framework, reaching the pinnacle of censorial authority in ancient China. The essence of the Tang Dynasty’s
supervision authority lies in its successful historic transformation: shifting from an authority based on tradition and
personal charisma to a jurisprudential authority based on written law and rational order, and this transformation was
built upon a fourfold jurisprudential foundation—firstly, the political principle of“the world belonging to all”provided
a value-based legitimacy that transcended imperial power; second, its dual role positioning—as“the monarch’s eyes
and ears”and an instrument for“checks and balances of power”—established its practical authorization and structural
configuration; third, the selection criteria of “upholding reputation and encouraging integrity” and the management
mechanism of “disciplinary control over power” ensured the moral integrity and predictable conduct of censorial
officials; and fourth, codified norms such as Commentary on Law Codes of Tang Dynasty and Six Institutions of the
Tang Dynasty finalized the establishment of jurisprudential authority through rigid empowerment and legitimization via
institutional belief. Through the layered shaping and in-depth integration of these four jurisprudential foundations, the
supervision power of the Tang Dynasty was freed from personalized control, eventually evolving into an independent
powerful institutional force with horizontal and vertical reach; this elevated the supervision power to a status“equal in
rank to the Three Departments and Six Ministries”and provided a governance model of“ruling the state through law”
for subsequent dynasties.

Key words: supervision in the Tang Dynasty; supervision authority; supervision system; jurisprudential basis; jurisprudential
authority
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