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Benevolence and Grace Culture from a Comparative Perspective of
Chinese and Western Cultures

Yang Chunshi

Abstract: Within the framework of matual learning among civilizations, it is necessary to systematically explores
the essential characteristics and structural functions of Chinese benevolence and grace culture, and its fundamental
differences from Western culture, starting from the perspective of Sino—Western cultural comparison. Rooted in “human
grace” , Chinese culture constructs an identity—based ethical system founded on benevolence. This system, starting from
family ethics, extends to social and political ethics, forming an interaction mechanism of “bestowing grace-repaying
grace” and a limited rational ethical structure. In contrast, Western culture originates in “divine grace” and is shaped
by a contract-based ethic. Emphasizing universal love and individual independence, it establishes a general rational
ethical structure characterized by the unity of dual principles. By comparing the ideological foundations, ethical logic,
social structures, and core values of Chinese and Western traditions, this paper reveals both the historical rationality
and inherent limitations of China’s benevolence and grace culture and the West’ s contract-based ethical model. This
comparative analysis offers theoretical insights for the critical inheritance and creative transformation of Chinese culture
in its modernization process. This entails grounding efforts in contemporary Chinese practice, integrating cultural heritage
with modern values, aligning the positive elements within benevolence and grace culture with the core socialist values,
and ultimately constructing a modern Chinese cultural system that embodies both cultural subjectivity and openness to
the times.

Key words: Sino—Western cultural comparison; benevolence and grace culture; identity ethics; contract—based
ethics; cultural modernity
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