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Returning to the Historical Stage: Provincial Governor Wu Qijun and
the Late Qing Dynasty Political Landscape

Wei Shumin and Zhao Lianfang

Abstract: The Late Qing Dynasty faced internal turmoil and external threats. Wu Qijun, as a high-ranking
provincial governor, utilized geographical advantages to make multiple arrangements. He actively supported the front
lines of the Opium War against the British, arrested opium smugglers and bandits, and addressed the artillery needs of
the front lines. His contributions played a crucial role in stabilizing the Qing court’ s wartime situation and social
order. In terms of local governance, he adopted multiple measures to tackle financial difficulties and alleviate hardships
faced by the populace. Emperor Daoguang praised his efforts highly, granting him special privilege for the benefit of his
descendants. Wu Qijun’ s interactions with officials also reflected the political situation of the late Qing Dynasty. He
and his family maintained close ties with national hero Lin Zexu. They shared aligned perspectives on critical policies
like the opium ban, while his military training practices later inspired Zeng Guofan’s strategic command of the Xiang
Army. His representative work An [llustrated Book on Plants subverts the established narrative regarding China’s role in
the eastward dissemination of Western knowledge during the late Qing era and laid a ecritical historical foundation for
building our own independent knowledge system of modern Chinese philosophy and social sciences.

Key words:the Late Qing Dynasty; Wu Qijun; provincial governor; social governance; An [llusirated Book on Plants
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