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Harmony Between People and Environment:A Historical Study of the Relationship Between
the Grand Canal and the Yellow River

Li Denan

Abstract: In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the Beijing—Hangzhou Grand Canal served as grain transport channel,
and the relationship between the Yellow River and the Grand Canal was complex and changeable. To ensure the
smooth operation of the canal and coordinate the relationship between the Yellow River and the Grand Canal, new
canal routes such as the Qingjiang Pu River and the Nanyang New River were successively excavated from the early
Ming Dynasty to the mid—Qing Dynasty, basically achieving the goal of avoiding the Yellow River and operating the
canal. After the separation of the Yellow River and the Grand Canal, the original northern and southern junctions of
the Yellow River and the canal shifted eastward and southward, and then northward and westward, eventually
concentrating at the Qingkou area. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, the spatial scope of Qingkou underwent
significant changes. In the early Ming Dynasty, Qingkou mostly referred to the confluence of the Yellow River,the Huai
River and the Canal. In the Qing Dynasty, as the “Qingkou” where the Huai River flowed out continuously extended
northward, the “Qingkou” where the Yellow River,the Huai River and Grand Canal met also continuously retreated and
moved northward. The spatial scope of “Qingkou” gradually expanded from water to land, and even generalized to the
entire confluence area of the Yellow River, Huai River, and the Grand Canal. Qingkou was not only the pivotal hub for
integrated water management during the Ming and Qing periods,but also the focal point of the Yellow River-Grand
Canal relationship. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, there were strict time limits for canal boats crossing the Huai
River, the Hong River, and the Yellow River. This regulation shows the relation between the Grand Cannal and the
Yellow River, aiming to avoid flood and frozen in the Yellow River. The coordination between the two relationships was
the guarantee for the operation of the grain transport system, reflecting the environmental changes and institutional
adjustments in the traditional era.

Key words: the Yellow River; Beijing—Hangzhou Grand Canal; Huang—Yun relationship; human—environment

relationship
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