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Cultural Accommodation and Ethnic Integration During the Civilization Development of the
Hongshan Culture

Zhang Xingde and Lu Zhiping

Abstract: The integration of cultural factors reflects the diverse natures and forms of interaction among the people
behind the archaeological cultures. Researches on known archaeological materials indicate that the Hongshan culture
along the Xilamulun River during the period from 6,500 to 5,700 years ago was the product of the collision and mutual
integration between the descendants of the Zhaobaogou culture and the immigrants from the Hougang Phase 1 culture.
During this period, there was a gradual convergence from the material cultural level represented by the “sanshi” and
“santao” as explicit symbols or signs, to the recognition of faith and religious forms represented by jade culture, dragon
worship, and goddess worship. From the perspective of painted pottery, the Banpo of the Yangshao system and its
descendants should also have been important participants in the process of the Red Mountain civilization. Eventually,
when new ethnic groups further integrated into western Liaoning, the residents of different ethnic groups in the
Hongshan culture were able to prioritize shared recognition. Despite unrelated bloodline organizations, they established a
public power to coordinate and manage different ethnic groups, forming an ancient state civilization.

Key words: the Hongshan culture; civilization development; cultural accommodation; ethnic integration
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