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Liangzhu: An Unique Divine Political Entity in Prehistoric China with Nature Deity Worship
Li Yujie

Abstract: The Liangzhu culture was a distinctive regional culture in prehistoric China, characterized by its worship
of the natural deities. For nearly a milennium, the belief in the Sun God had an important influence on the
institutional construction and ideology of the society. At that time, in the area around Taihu Lake, the Liangzhu City
and its core region had entered an early state stage—the “ancient country” stage. However, many political entities that
were geographically distant from it still remained at different stages of social development, with no unified early state
centered on the Liangzhu City. Nontheless, the belief in the Sun God of Liangzhu culture included the functions of
observing the sky and the earth, predicting the solar terms, and maintaining the traditional morality and customary law
of clans and tribes. It not only had significant value for the production and life of the ancestors engaged in rice
farming in Liangzhu, but also effectively enhanced the authority of the leaders and shamen at that time, thus forming
its theocratic politics. This theocratic politics maintained its rule over the Liangzhu country and exerted influence on the
surrounding political entities through spiritual beliefs, thereby forming a unique institutional model of social governance
in prehistoric China.

Key words: Liangzhu; prehistoric China; worship of the Sun God; divine politics; institutional model
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