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A Study on the Western Han Dynasty’s “Biezhi” Political Regions Based on Excavated
Bamboo Slips: A Discussion on the Han Dynasty’s “Biezhi” System

Zhao Hailong

Abstract: The unearthed bamboo slips show that the “Biezhi” political district has a relatively complete township
structure and a systematic system of official positions. Its geographical location is not within the scope of Wangling
Fengyi and Duxiang, and it has actual jurisdiction, belonging to a special type of administrative district with a rank
lower than the official county-level administrative district. The unearthed bhamboo slips reveal two types of “Biezhi”
political regions: one is downgraded from the formal county-level political region, and the other is separated from the
formal county—level political region. Both types of “Biezhi” political regions are under the supervision of adjacent
counties. There are also two paths for the development of “Biezhi” political districts: one is to abolish them into
supervised counties, and the other is to upgrade them to formal county—level political districts. Based on the records of
unearthed bamboo slips and related materials, “Biezhi” was a permanent system in the Han Dynasty. Its main feature
was that before “Biezhi”, there was a “certain official” who supervised and managed it. The rank of “Biezhi” was
slightly lower than that of “certain official”, and it belonged to a branch of “certain official”’, with a certain degree of
dependence on “certain official ”. Various types of “Biezhi” systems had a certain jurisdiction and were closely related
to the region.

Keywords: “Biezhi” ; the special county-level administrative regions; the Changsha State; the unearthed bamboo
slips; the Western Han Dynasty

[FAEsh s/ N 3T

128



