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Zhang Lei’s Writings on Chenzhou During His Tenure as Temple Official
Zhang Zhengian

Abstract: In the Northern Song Dynasty, Chen Zhou was a famous city in the central plains and served as an
capital region and a key auxiliary prefecture. It was also the place where the forces of dissenters were placed under
the background of Xifeng Reform. Zhang Lei joined the Su’s school in Chen Zhou in his youth, which had an
important influence on his official career and life. Through his lifetime, Zhang Lei was appointed as a temple official
three times, each time residing in Chen Zhou. He created a large number of works related to Chen Zhou, which had
distinct regional cultural color. During the three years of Shao Sheng and the first year of Chongning, he made two
collections of poem, The Rhyme Sequence of Tao Yuanming Drinking Poems and Ten Miscellaneous Poems of Lives in
Chen Zhou during his tenure at Mingdao Temple. These works emphasized the quiet and tranquil life in the temple and
the unyielding character of keeping one’ s will, portraying the temple officials who drank their sorrows and reclusive
life. During years from Zhongguan to Zhenghe, Zhang Lei supervised the Nanyue Temple, and the Chongfu Palace. The
communication with the old party intellectuals revealed personal emotions in the conflict between the new and old party,
reflecting the common ideological trend and political stance of the Yuanyou party. Chen Zhou is not only the space
where Zhang Lei lived for a long time, but also the symbol of spiritual home, making it an important area to study the
cohesion of the Su school literati group in the late Northern Song Dynasty.

Key words: Zhang Lei; temple officials; Mingdao Temple; Chen Zhou; literary creation
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