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On the Protection and Relief of Local Government to Private Operators in the Song Dynasty

Wang Xiaolong

Abstract: To comply with the imperial edict of “benefiting industry and trade” and increase fiscal revenue, the

local government in the Song Dynasty implemented various measures to support non—governmental industrialists and

businessmen for their investment and operation. These measures included strengthening the garrison of local military

forces, setting up posts like patrol inspections and county commandants to catch thieves, punishing corrupt tax officials,

and cracking down on the bullying of citizens. Additionally, the government provided assistance to private operators

domestic or foreign in emergencies such as floods, famines, shipwrecks and diseases, thus protecting their personal and

property safety. These efforts enhanced their confidence in trading, and promoted the prosperity of local market

operations and boosted fiscal revenue. The reason why the country was able to obtain more and more financial benefits

from industries such as commerce, tea, salt, and liquor prohibition is closely related to the protection and assistance

provided by local governments in the Song Dynasty to private operators.

Key words: the Song Dynasty; local governments; private operators; protection; relief
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