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Study on the Location of the Former City of Jixian in Shuijingzhu
Chen Xibo

Abstract: According to Li Daoyuan’s book Shuijingzhu, the former city of Jixian prior to the Eastern Han Dynasty
was on the west side of Jicheng in the Northern Wei Dynasty. According to the records of the Tang Dynasty, the
palace ruins of Yan State recorded in Shuijingzhu was located on about four miles west of Youzhou in the Tang
Dynasty, which indicated that the former Jicheng in Shuijingzhu was on the west of Jicheng in the Northern Wei
Dynasty. Contemporary archaeological findings have also confirmed that the artifacts unearthed near Guang’ an Gate in
present—day Beijing originated from ancient flood deposits carried from west to east. This provides evidence for the
location of Jicheng. In the Jin Dynasty, Zhongdu was expanded, with the western wall extended three miles westward.
The Huichengmen Gate was on the west side of the north wall of the Zhongdu city. “Huicheng” is a reference to the
ancient city site in toponym, which also proves that there are ruins in the west of Jicheng in the Northern Wei
Dynasty. The interconnections between place names, historical records and archaeological evidence mutually support each
other, indicating that the former city of Jixian, as described in Shuijingzhu is near to the west of Jixian in the Northern
Wei Dynasty, that is, Jicheng in the later period. Analysis of modern surveying and mapping indicates that, the former
city of Jixian in Shuijingzhu is located on a terrace on the west side of Huichengmen village, where it is identified as
an ancient site known as Jigiu. The city is believed to have been destroyed by floods from the end of the Eastern Han
Dynasty to the beginning of the Cao Wei Dynasty.
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