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The Natural Community Theme in Metaphysics in Wei and Jin Dynasties
Zhu Cheng

Abstract: Metaphysics in Wei and Jin Dynasties demonstrates a preference for “following nature” in addressing
the question of “what constitutes a proper order for human life.” Wang Bi argued that the world is rooted in the
universality of “non-being” and advocated for “revering the fundamental and dismissing the specific.” This philosophy
promotes a worldview of “the Dao following nature,” emphasizing the universal principle of “nature” as the foundation
for differences and changes. It regards the natural order of life as the foundation for the survival and development of
the community. Ji Kang and Ruan Ji frequently discussed the universal principles of heaven, earth, and all things,
paying attention to the natural essence of the study of human nature and the Dao. In practical matters such as
self-cultivation and governance, they advocated for “following nature,” reflecting a pursuit of an ideal order
characterized by ‘“naturalness, harmony, and great unity.” Guo Xiang emphasized that there is no creator and that all
things create themselves. He believed that all things and humans are self-generated and self-transforming, leading to a
political philosophy where rulers practice “non-action” enabling the people to “self-govern” and “self-correct”. This
replaces artificially constructed orders with spontaneous ones. The concept of a “natural community” in metaphysics in
Wei and Jin Dynasties expresses a desire to reduce social control and clarify the boundaries of public power in
society at that time. It also reflects an effort to overcome the tendencies of separation and confrontation between humans
and nature, individuals and individuals, and communities and communities.

Key words: metaphysics in Wei and Jin Dynasties; pursuit of universality; natural community; following nature
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