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Discussion on the Creation Time of the Oracle Bone Script Character
for “City”: Another Exploration of the Standards for the Origin of Chinese Civilization

Zhu Yanmin

Abstract: The sudden emergence of oracle bone inscriptions in the late Shang Dynasty’s royal divination records is
rather abrupt. Therefore, the predecessors and ancestral forms of oracle bone inscriptions have always been the interest
of academic research. The advancements in archaeology and the discovery of a large amount of unearthed materials
have provided valuable information for this exploration. This paper focuses on “city”, a key marker of the origin of
civilization, and uses it as a focal point for analysis. By comparing the “city” characters in oracle bone inscriptions
with the early city wall forms discovered through archaeology, the study argues that the characters of “city” in oracle
bone inscriptions were created during the Longshan Culture period, when most of the cities in the Yellow River Basin
were square in shape. This also provides another path for the study of the standards of the origin of civilization.

Key words: oracle bone inscriptions; city wall; creation time; Longshan culture
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