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Reexamining the Attribution of “Chugong Ni” Bronze Vessels Group: On the “Different Clans
with the Same Name” in Pre-Qin Period

Zhao Qingmiao and Tian Jiaming

Abstract: The Chugong Ni bell and the Chugong Ni chime bells unearthed from tomb M64 of the Marquis Jin
cemetery have long been regarded as the work of King Xiong E, who ruled the Chu State during the late Western
Zhou Dynasty. However, a dagger inscribed with Chugong Ni, which was unearthed from the tomb M2055 at the
Hengshui cemetery in Jiangxian County, Shanxi Province, can be dated to the middle of the Western Zhou Dynasty.
The shape and the human face decoration of the dagger also have a strong northern regional characteristics. These
factors challenge the original understanding that Chugong Ni was the work of King Xiong E from the archaeological
perspective. By examining the context surrounding the unearthed Chugong Ni vessels and incorporating insights from
artifacts like Sheng Shi vessel, Yigong bell and Xiaochen Ling tripod, it can be seen that there is also a state clan
named Chu in the northern Shaanxi and Shanxi areas during the Western Zhou Dynasty, which is closely related to
the Zhou Dynasty. The re—evaluation of the attribution of Chugong Ni vessels can provide valuable insights for the
study on the issue of different clans with the same name during pre—Qin period.

Key words: Chugong Ni; the dagger of Chugong; ethnic group; different clans with the same name
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