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Books and Classics in the Pre Confucian Era
Xu Jianwei

Abstract: The functions of books were diverse in ancient times, and not all books were intended for reading. By
studying archaeological materials such as oracle bone inscriptions and bronze inscriptions, the evolution of early book
forms can be observed. Evidence from oracle bone inscriptions, including characters written with a brush left on oracle

bones, “J”
that bamboo and wood books were already existed in the 14th century BCE. In the 9th century BCE, some texts

representing books, writing directions, and grid lines imitating bamboo slips on oracle bones, indicates

related to ancestral worship, including poems from rituals and ceremonies, royal edicts, and genealogical history,
were selected as educational texts and endowed with the functions of reshaping beliefs, identity recognition,
maintaining clan structures, and indicating hierarchy. These literary works are the earliest classic books in Chinese
history, functioning as carriers of knowledge, ideas, and culture. They were incorporated into the education of the
aristocracy, with the aim of reshaping Zhou society based on ancestral beliefs and bloodline heritage.

Key words: the history of books; book form; reading behavior; order of articles
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