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A New Interpretation of Tao Yuanming in Zhong Rong’s Shipin
Wu Huaidong

Abstract: Zhong Rong’ s Shipin systematically interprets and positively evaluates Tao Yuanming by integrating his
identity as a farmer, recluse and poet, thereby unveiling the distinctive characteristics of Tao’ s poetry and affirming
his achievements. Since then, Tao Yuanming has been incorporated into the history of poetry. This perspective is
profound and has exerted a lasting influence. “Elegant and Charming” (Fenghua Qingmi) encompasses two
interconnected concepts, that reflect Tao Yuanming’ s behavior and poetry, covering both the person and the work.
“Elegant” affirms Tao Yuanming’s refined and unconventional conduct, while “charming” reflects the characteristics of
his poetry in terms of content. This theory reveals that Tao’s poetry inherits and develops the tradition of emphasizing
emotional expression and formal beauty in poetry since the Jian’ an period, while also possessing its own unique
features. Zhong Rong’s insights into Tao’s poetry and its characteristics are rooted in his distinctive poetic philosophy
and his unconventional personality. Tao’s poetry is the result of the interaction between literary tradition and real life.
Zhong Rong examines Tao’s poetry within the context of the poetic tradition, highlighting the interaction between Tao’
s poetry and the poetic tradition. Since the Song Dynasty, people have appreciated Tao’ s poetry specifically for its
divergence from the times—its ability to transcend the limitations of its era.

Key words: Shipin; Tao Yuanming; pastoral poetry; Fenghua Qingmi; history of poetry
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