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Time—-Sharing in Diverse Practices and Sustainable Development: Chinese Spring Festival as
Rites of Passage

Meng Lingfa

Abstract: Festivals are a cultural reflection of natural time series, reflecting humanity’ s grasp of celestial laws
and the transformation of living environments. As “rites of passage” , “Chinese festival” , which is listed in the
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO, “Spring festival, social practices of
the Chinese people in celebration of traditional new year” has become a “world festival” under the confirmation of
international law. The Chinese Spring Festival is a complex of cultural diversity, which provides a cultural model of
mutual respect for mankind. While sharing time with the international community, it promotes the exchange and mutual
learning of human civilizations, and becomes an important medium for building a community with a shared future for
mankind and contributing to the sustainable development of human society. The cultural connotation of Spring Festival
customs is closely related to major issues in today’s human society. It not only carries the Chinese civilization concept
of “harmony”, but also transmits the common human values of family harmony, social inclusiveness, and harmonious
coexistence between humans and nature. Therefore, safeguarding and transmiting the Chinese Spring Festival culture is
to provide the best cultural genes for the sustainable development of human society.

Key words: Chinese Spring Festival; time—sharing; diversified practice; sustainable development; rites of passage
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